Brookline Preservation Commission
Local Historic District Report

Address: 41 Crafts Road

District: Chestnut Hill North LHD
Applicant: John H and Rosemary Ashby
Date Built: 1906

Architect: Putnam and Cox

Builder: T.J. Farquharson
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Statement oSignificance:

41 Crafts Road is one efghthouses in Chestnitill designed by Putnam & Cox. In addition to this structure, Putham &
Cox designed numbers 34, 35, 56, 81, and 91 Spooner Road, as well as 69 and 195 Middlesex Road. Putnam himself
resided in 91 Spooner Road. Built in 1906 the first owners of the house were G&uwgeeP, a retired accountarsind

his wife Edith. The Gurershad previously resided at 1%alnut Street in Pill Hill The current ownergurchased the
property in 197Zrom Thomas and Lynn Clafliin 1988 the landscaping includittge walks patio, stone walls and

fences were redone and designed’ bgmas Wirth Landspe Architects; and in 18% small rear additiowas

constructed in order to expand the kitchEne charmingtwo and a half story stucco house features a steeply pitched slate
roof, deep eaves, and asymmetrical facade.

Proposed Alterations:

For safety purposes ttapplicans areseeking approda t o i n sposts laridailiBg8in éxistiaghstone steps in five
different locations including the three sets of steps off of Crafts Road, the setsolfest#ipg to the front terrace, att
front entry steps. The railings are only proposed on the lefosithe stepsn all five locations.

Applicable Guidelines:
1 Traditional building materials should be used for existing buildings
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PreliminaryFindings:

The application appears appropriate. As the steps are the only way to access thehicluse greatly setback and setup
from Crafts Roadthe proposalould provide additional safety for the owners and guelte proposed railings on the
sters to thefront patio and front entry would either be highly minimally visible, if even visible at all, from a public way.
Additionally, the steps were presumably all redone and liedtaluring the1988 landscaping project thus no higtori
elements will be negatively impactdéurther the material is in keeping with the Design Guidelines for Local Historic
Districts. Lastly there is precedent on the street as both 35 and 47 CraftsrRoediate abutters on either side of the
subject proprty, have a similar black iron railing on one side of their stone steps off of Craft Road.

Aerial view of 41 Crafts Road, looking south.
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Aerial view of 41Crafts Road, looking north.
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Photographs of the house, front enfrgnt terraceand third set of steps off of Crafts Raaghotographs were taken after
walking up thdirst two ses of steps off the street.

Photographsf the first two sets of steps off of Crafts Road
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